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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 189617 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:JWHITING:JJ 
APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 
PM:RERICSON (DRAFT) 

AF:WHARROP 
S/P:HWARD (DRAFT) 

081339 110130Z/75 

O R 102335Z AUG 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN NIACT IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY SANA 

AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRETSTATE 189617 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IR, SO, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE IRANIAN AID TO SOMALIA 

REF: A. TEHRAN 7124; B. TEHRAN 7063; C. STATE 184570; 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 189617 
D. STATE 188052 

1 . US POLICY WITH REGARD TO ARMS TRANSFERS TO SOMALIA IS 
BASICALLY AS FOLLOWS: 1 . PRIOR TO OGADEN FIGHTING AND IN 
ORDER TO ENCOURAGE SOMALI DISENGAGEMENT FROM SOVIETS, US 
AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE DEFENSIVE ARMS TO FILL ANY 
GAPS IN SOMALIA’S DEFENSES OF ITS EXISTING TERRITORY; 2. 
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BECAUSE OF OBVIOUS SOMALI INVOLVEMENT IN OGADEN FIGHTING US 
IS DELAYING TRANSFER OF ANY MILITARY EQUIPMENT, ESPECIALLY 
ARMS. 3. US NOT RPT NOT DISCOURAGING TRANSFER OF NON-US 
ORIGIN ARMS BY THIRD COUNTRIES TO SOMALIA. REFS C AND D 
ADDRESS US POLICY. WE ARE DISCUSSING DETAILS OF FUTURE 
POLICY AND WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. 

2. SINCE USG IS NOT READY TO SUPPLY MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
DIRECTLY TO SOMALIA WE ARE UNABLE TO APPROVE ANY THIRD- 
COUNTRY TRANSFERS OF MATERIEL. WE CAN NOT NOW PREDICT 
WHEN (AND IF) WE MAY BE PREPARED TO AUTHORIZE SUCH SUPPLY. 

IN ANY CASE, WITH REGARD TO REF A DEPT. COULD NOT RPT NOT 
AT THIS MOMENT LEGALLY AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF M-l CARBINES 

AND OTHER MAP-ORIGIN EQUIPMENT FROM IRAN TO SOMALIA. 
APPROVAL OF THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFERS OF MAP-ORIGIN MATERIEL 
TO SOMALIA REQUIRES AMONG OTHER THINGS PRIOR NOTIFICATION 
TO CONGRESS AFTER CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY OF STATE THAT 
TRANSFER WOULD BE IN US NATIONAL SECURITY INTEREST. THEN 
30 DAYS MUST ELAPSE BEFORE TRANSFER CAN BE AUTHORIZED. 

AS CONGRESS NOW IN RECESS UNTIL EARLY SEPTEMBER TRANSFER 
APPROVAL PRACTICABALLY NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL EARLY OCTOBER 
EVEN IF IT WERE IN ACCORD WITH ADMINISTRATION POLICY. 

3. DURING AUGUST 8 AND 9 STATE/DEFENSE DISCUSSIONS WITH 
VISITING TWO-MAN MILITARY DELEGATION AND SOMALI AMBASSADOR 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 189617 

ADDOU (REF C) REQUIREMENTS OF THIRD COUNTRY TRANSFERS 
EXPLAINED SEVERAL TIMES AND IN DETAIL. THIS MAY HELP EASE 
THE PRESSURE ON IRANIANS FROM SOMALIS. 

4. THESE STRICTURES OF COURSE DO NOT APPLY TO NON-US 
ORIGIN ARMS, WHICH IRANIANS MAY WISH TO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
THE M-l CARBINES IN QUESTION. 

5. WITH REGARD PARA TWO REF B, DEPARTMENT HAS NOT SENT A 
MILITARY TEAM TO SOMALIA, NOR HAVE TEAM MEMBERS BEEN NAMED, 
NOR HAS A VISIT TO SOMALIA BEEN SCHEDULED OR CANCELLED. 

WE HAD BEEN CONSIDERING A TEAM VISIT TO SOMALIA AT AN 
APPROPRIATE TIME, BUT SOMALIS DECIDED TO SEND TEAM HERE. 
CONFUSION ALSO MAY ARISE FROM AID TEAM VISIT TO SOMALIA 
AND PROPOSED FOLLOW-UP OF OTHER AID TECHNICIANS, MILITARY 
SURVEY TEAMS VISITING SUDAN, AND INADVERTENT SUBSTITUTION 
OF WORD SOMALIA FOR SUDAN BY PRESS SPOKESMAN WHEN DIS- 
CUSSING CURRENT VISIT OF MILITARY SURVEY TEAM TO SUDAN. 

CHRISTOPHER 

NOTE BY OCT: RAISED TO EXDIS PER SS/O MR. CASWELL. 
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SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 189617 TOSEC 080309 
ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /016 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY P:GMOOSE:CHG 
APPROVED BY P-MR MOOSE 
S/S-0: DPFOTENHAUER 

107710 112348Z/14 

O 112321Z AUG 77ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 189617 TOSEC 080309 

EXDIS FOR UNDER SECRETARY HABIB 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 189617 ACTION TEHRAN INFO SANA 
MOGADISCIO CAIRO MOSCOW ADDIS ABABA NAIROBI PARIS LONDON 
JIDDA KHARTOUM ISLAMABAD BONN ROME USUN 10 AUG 77 

QUOTE 

SEC RET STATE 189617 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IR, SO, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE IRANIAN AID TO SOMALIA 

REF: A. TEHRAN 7124; B. TEHRAN 7063; C. STATE 184570; 

D. STATE 188052 

1 . US POLICY WITH REGARD TO ARMS TRANSFERS TO SOMALIA IS 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 189617 TOSEC 080309 
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BASICALLY AS FOLLOWS: 1 . PRIOR TO OGADEN FIGHTING AND IN 
ORDER TO ENCOURAGE SOMALI DISENGAGEMENT FROM SOVIETS, US 
AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO PROVIDE DEFENSIVE ARMS TO FILL ANY 
GAPS IN SOMALIA’S DEFENSES OF ITS EXISTING TERRITORY; 2. 

BECAUSE OF OBVIOUS SOMALI INVOLVEMENT IN OGADEN FIGHTING US 
IS DELAYING TRANSFER OF ANY MILITARY EQUIPMENT, ESPECIALLY 
ARMS. 3. US NOT RPT NOT DISCOURAGING TRANSFER OF NON-US 
ORIGIN ARMS BY THIRD COUNTRIES TO SOMALIA. REFS C AND D 
ADDRESS US POLICY. WE ARE DISCUSSING DETAILS OF FUTURE 
POLICY AND WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. 

2. SINCE USG IS NOT READY TO SUPPLY MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
DIRECTLY TO SOMALIA WE ARE UNABLE TO APPROVE ANY THIRD- 
COUNTRY TRANSFERS OF MATERIEL. WE CAN NOT NOW PREDICT 
WHEN (AND IF) WE MAY BE PREPARED TO AUTHORIZE SUCH SUPPLY. 

IN ANY CASE, WITH REGARD TO REF A DEPT. COULD NOT RPT NOT 
AT THIS MOMENT LEGALLY AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF M-l CARBINES 

AND OTHER MAP-ORIGIN EQUIPMENT FROM IRAN TO SOMALIA. 
APPROVAL OF THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFERS OF MAP-ORIGIN MATERIEL 
TO SOMALIA REQUIRES AMONG OTHER THINGS PRIOR NOTIFICATION 
TO CONGRESS AFTER CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY OF STATE THAT 
TRANSFER WOULD BE IN US NATIONAL SECURITY INTEREST. THEN 
30 DAYS MUST ELAPSE BEFORE TRANSFER CAN BE AUTHORIZED. 

AS CONGRESS NOW IN RECESS UNTIL EARLY SEPTEMBER TRANSFER 
APPROVAL PRACTICABALLY NOT POSSIBLE UNTIL EARLY OCTOBER 
EVEN IF IT WERE IN ACCORD WITH ADMINISTRATION POLICY. 

3. DURING AUGUST 8 AND 9 STATE/DEFENSE DISCUSSIONS WITH 
VISITING TWO-MAN MILITARY DELEGATION AND SOMALI AMBASSADOR 
ADDOU (REF C) REQUIREMENTS OF THIRD COUNTRY TRANSFERS 
EXPLAINED SEVERAL TIMES AND IN DETAIL. THIS MAY HELP EASE 
THE PRESSURE ON IRANIANS FROM SOMALIS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 189617 TOSEC 080309 


4. THESE STRICTURES OF COURSE DO NOT APPLY TO NON-US 
ORIGIN ARMS, WHICH IRANIANS MAY WISH TO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
THE M-l CARBINES IN QUESTION. 

5. WITH REGARD PARA TWO REF B, DEPARTMENT HAS NOT SENT A 
MILITARY TEAM TO SOMALIA, NOR HAVE TEAM MEMBERS BEEN NAMED, 
NOR HAS A VISIT TO SOMALIA BEEN SCHEDULED OR CANCELLED. 

WE HAD BEEN CONSIDERING A TEAM VISIT TO SOMALIA AT AN 
APPROPRIATE TIME, BUT SOMALIS DECIDED TO SEND TEAM HERE. 
CONFUSION ALSO MAY ARISE FROM AID TEAM VISIT TO SOMALIA 
AND PROPOSED FOLLOW-UP OF OTHER AID TECHNICIANS, MILITARY 
SURVEY TEAMS VISITING SUDAN, AND INADVERTENT SUBSTITUTION 
OF WORD SOMALIA FOR SUDAN BY PRESS SPOKESMAN WHEN DIS- 
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CUSSING CURRENT VISIT OF MILITARY SURVEY TEAM TO SUDAN. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE". 

SECRET 

NNN 
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